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Introductory. 


At  a  meetine:  of  citizens  lic^ld  at  the  Polioe  Court 
Uuoiii,  on  Monday  evening,  June  12,  it  was  voted  to  cel- 
ebratC;  in  a  fitting  manner,  on  tlie  4tli  of  July  next,  the 
one  hundredth  anniversary  oftlie  organization  of  the  town 
of  Amherst,  and  the  folhjwing  gentlemen  were  a])pointed 
a  committee  to  consider  the  matter,  and  report  at  a  meet- 
ing at  tlie  same  place,  on  Wednesday  evening,  June  14  : 


fjovi  St()fkl)ri(l<4X', 

Harrison  Ini^rarn, 

(ii'oige  Mouta^^uc, 

M.  W.  llowanl, 

11.  1).  Fearini,^, 

Watson  W.  Cowles 

L.  1).  llilLs. 

.Tolin  15.  Brown, 

J.  L.  SkiniuT, 

A.  H.  CusliuKin, 

11.  J.  CnW, 

W.  L.  llobc-rt.s, 

C.   W.  L».'s»;i'y, 

Asa.  Adams, 

K.  F.  Cook, 

A.  J.  Robinson, 

J.  1'.  Gray, 

J.  E.  Head, 

W.  W.  Siuitli, 

A.  1\  iMt-rrick, 

Flavi'l  Gaylord, 

C.  L.  Goodalo, 

J.  n.  A[.  Lclaii.l, 

Stetson  llawK'y, 

0.  F.  lii-vlow, 

1\.  n.  Biidginan, 

J.  L.  Lovc'li, 

r.  1).  Spanldin;^', 

F.  I\  Aitiswortli,  f 

L.  11.  Allen, 

Charles  Ki'ilogi;', 

Noah  Dickinson, 

Kansum  Cowles, 

J.  A.  Fierce. 
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INTRODUCTORY. 


The  Committee  of  Armngements  met  at  the  Police 
Court  Room,  according  to  appointment,  on  Wednesday 
evening,  June  14.  J.  L.  Skinner  was  cliosen  cliairman, 
and  II.  McCloud  secretary.  The  foUowing  commit- 
tees were  tlien  chosen  : 

Presidknt  of  tuk  Day.  —  Hon.  Levi  StockljridiiC. 

Chikk  Mau.siiai>. — J.  L.  Skinnur. 

Hkcuictakv  and  'J'i;i:a.si,'i;i:k.  — 11.  M.  iMCC  "loud. 

j\l  AXAuixt;  Co.M Mi  TTi:!:. — Levi  StDckhridm',  Y)v.  Edwavil  Ilitclicock, 
Dr.  II.  J.  CnU'. 

Co.Ai.MM  ri:K  ox  OitATou. — Hon.  T.evi  Stockltridgo,  George  Montagiu', 
II.  J\I.  McCloiul. 

CoMMiTTKi:  ON  GuorxDs.— W.  W.  Hunt,  T.  ]).  Si);uildinn-,  A.  P.  Mer- 
rick, W.  W.  Smith,  FhiVLd  Guylord,  ITarvcy  White. 

CoMMiri  ox  Ri;iMJi:sn.\ii:xrs. — Uansoiu  (-on\  k's,  ]{.  W.  Stratton,  J. 
F.  Gray,  J.  A.  Pierce,  Noah  Dickinson,  J.  K.  Kea(k  A.  J.  liohinson, 
INI.  W.  Howard,  W.  L.  liol)ci't.s,  Stetson  Ilawii'V,  J.  B.  Brown,  Asa 
A(huns,  A.  P.  Merrick,  Chark-s  KeUo---,    H.  D.  Fearing. 

CoM.MiTTi;i;  ox  FiXANcK.  —  C.  W.  Lesscy,  A.  K.  Cushnian,  F.  P.  Ains- 
wortli,  \i.  B.  liridgnian,  Harrison  Tngrani,  O.  G.  Couch. 

Co.M.MrrTi;i;  ox  Fi.Atis,  Gux.s,  A m .\i i:x criox,  Xlc. — Capt.  T.  W.  Sh)an, 
W^  Ji.  Graves,  J.  L.  Lovcll,  H.  H.  Goodelk 

CoM.MiTTKK  ox  iMii.sic— J.  L.  Skiuucr,  E.  B.  Fitts,  L.  II.  Allen,  W.  S. 
Westcott,  A.  A.  Southwiek. 

CoM.MiTTin-:  ox  FiKi-AvoRKs.  —  Henry  Holland,  Lieut.  C.  A.  L.  Tottcn, 
GharU's  Dcucl,  Watson  W.  Cowlrs,  Fred.  P.  liaker. 

CoMMi  r  rr:!-;  ox  PxviricD  Gi  i;srs. — Samuel  C.  Carter,  E.  F.  Cook,  0.  F, 
Bigelow. 

The  Committee  voted  unanimously  to  invite  M.  V. 
Dickinson,  Jr.,  of  Boston  to  deliver  Ihe  Addi'css,  and  the 
invitation  was  accepted. 

At  sul)sequent  meetings  of  tlie  Conuniliee  of  Arrange- 
ments, it  was 

Vo/cd,  To  liaN  O  tlie '  cclcl)r;vli()n  al  Amlierst  College 
Grove,  (formerly  ])cd<er's  Crove). 
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Voieth  Tliat  the  Anilierst  Cornet  Band  be  engaged  to 
fiiniisli  music  for  tlie  occasion. 

At  a  Town  Meeting  held  June  22nd,  it  was  voted  to 
appropriate  $250  for  tlie  celeln-ation  of  the  one  hundredlli 
anniversary  of  the  organization  of  the  town,  and  §100  ad- 
ditional for  the  publication  of  the  history  of  the  town. 

The  celebration  of  the  one  hundredtli  birthday  of  the 
Town  and  of  our  National  Independence  ^vas  usliered  in 
l)y  a  salute  of  o8  guns,  about  sunrise,  and  the  ringing  of 
bells,  and  other  demonstrations  made  l)y  tlie  younger  por- 
tion of  the  connnunity  contributed  to  make  early  risers  of 
most  of  our  citizens.  Although  not  on  the  regular  })ro- 
grannne  of  the  da}^  the  procession  of  Anti(pies  and  lloi- 
ribles,  which  marched  and  countermarched  through  the 
streets,  about  6  o'clock,  attracted  a  large  luunljor  of  i)eo- 
ple,  and  was  quite  a  creditable  display. 

At  9.30  o'clock  the  procession  formed  on  the  conunon, 
under  the  leadership  of  C:ipt.  J.  L.  Skinner,  Cliief  jNIar- 
shal.  After  the  Andierst  Cornet  Ixuid  came  all  the  Sun- 
day Schools  in  town,  citizens  on  foot,  and  a  long  line  of 
carriages.  Arriving  at  the  Grove,  after  music  by  the 
Band,  prayer  w\as  olTered  l)y  llev.  Dr.  D.  W.  Marsh,  of 
North  Andierst.  lion.  Levi  Stockbiidge,  President  ol' 
the  day,  then  delivered  an  juldress  of  welcome,  sjieaking 
substantially  as  follows  : 

Fellow  Citizens,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  In  l)ehalf  of 
the  nuudcipal  ollicers  of  the  town  of  Amherst ,  ami  the;  gen- 
eral connnittec  of  ariin^geanents,  I  hid  n'ou  all  a,  n.iost  cor- 
dial welcome  to  all  the  lesti\'ities  and  enjo}'ments  of  this 
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occusiun.  The  century  is  completed  since  the  American 
C()h:)nies  decLired  tliemselvcs  independent  oC  the  mother 
country,  and  to-day  forty  millions  of  peu[de,  occupying  a 
territory  swee[)ing  away  thousands  of  miles  trom  ocean  to 
ocean,  and  from  the  St.  Johns  to  the  llio  Grande,  by  one 
s])ontaneous  outburst  make  the  bind  resound  with  sounds 
of  joy  and  gladness.  Let  the  nudtitudes  shout  and  sing  ; 
let  the  thunder  of  cannon  echo  from  hill-to})  to  mountain, 
and  from  valley  to  valley,  and  deep  in  our  heart  of  hearts 
may  all  cherish  emotions  oi' joy,  praise  and  thanksgiving, 
for  all  the  way  in  which  the  Lord  has  led  us  these  hun- 
dred years;  I'or  surely  he  has  dealt  ])y  us  as  he  has  dealt 
by  n(j  other  i)eople.  Compared  with  other  nations  we 
were  then  a  lee])le  people  ;  now  we  are  one  of  the  great 
])owers  of  the  globe  ;  inthicntiab  honored  and  respected 
by  alb  whatever  their  attainmeids  in  civilization.  A 
hundred  }'ears  ago  we  occupied  onl}^  a  narrow  strip  of 
coiuitr)' along  the  Atlantic  seaboard;  now  Ave  cover  the 
continent,  and  localities  then  far  away  in  the  Avestern 
Avilds  and  knov/n  only  ])y  name  as  the  council  and  trading 
[)osts  of  the  ventui'esome  })io)ieer  and  red  man,  have  by 
iiiipi'oved  f  icilities  ol' tiavel  and  tra.ns[)ort,  l)een  brought 
to  our  \  eiy  dooi-s  ;  have  become  great  commei'cial  empo- 
rinius,  with  hundreds  of  thousamls  of  inha])itants,  and 
where  are  gathered  the  [irodricts  of  all  crnncs  and  all  peo- 
ples, and  the  iirst  it  ut  ions  of  the  most  advanced  ci  vifization. 
^bhe  wildcrn(\^s  and  the  solitar}^  country  are  doited  all 
o\er  with  farm  houses  and  productive  fai'uis,  and  tlie  llo(d<: 
and  \\v.vd  arc  grazing  on  Ihe  nati\e  haunts  itf  tlie  elk'  and 
buflido.    Our  great  lakes  and  ri\ers,  whose  waters  were 
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uiulistiirI)od  but  l)y  the  l)ark  canoe  or  tlie  waiorfall,  liave 
becomo  busy  avenues  of  transport  Cor  tlie  connueroe  of  a 
conlinent,  or  conAcrted  into  ])ower  to  gi\e  foree  to  the 
niacliinery  of  an  endless  variety  of  nianufaetuiing  iudus- 
tru'S.  l)ut  a  liuiulred  j^ears  of  progress  liiis  not  been  alone 
in  niateri;il  objects.  The  long  trial  has  ])roved  that  a 
goA'ennnent  by  the  people  and  for  tlie  peo^de,  is  strong 
euongh  to  Avithst;uid  the  disintegrating  inlhiences  of  peace 
and  ^var,  to  secure  and  protect  all  the  rights  of  the  indi- 
vidual, and  to  perpetuate  itself  to  I'viture  generations. 
(Ireat  systeni^s  of  education,  free  to  all,  have  been  thought 
out  and  jirnd}^  estahlished,  and  institnlions  of  religion,  be- 
nevolence and  higher  learning  built  up  and  endowed  ;  and  if 
we  are  not  the  pioneers,  we  lead  the  van  of  the  advancing 
hosts  of  modern  civilization.  All  this  is  the  result  of  a 
century  of  American  independence,  and  should  lead  ns  to 
exclaim,  '^Verily,  what  hath  the  Lord  wrought."  But 
while  we,  the  [leople  of  Amherst,  sympathize  with,  and 
participate  in  the  general  national  rejoicing  of  the  day, 
we  have  occasion  for  joy  and  thanksgi\dng  tliat  is  pecu- 
liarly local  to  ourselves,  for  we  have  now  completed  a 
century  since  our  lathers  declared  themselves  independ- 
ent of  the  mother  country.  Old  Iladley,  and  set  np  l)y 
permit  of  the  legislature,  a  municipal  government  of  their 
own.  This  revolution  w^as  bloodless,  though  not  unat- 
tended with  o[)position,  but  from  separation  until  the 
])resent  time,  the  most  Iraternal  relations  have  existed  l)e- 
tween  the  mother  and  daughter,  and  each  has  rejoiced  in, 
and  given  a  helping  haiid  to  aid  the  prosperity  of  the 
other.     Though  the  child  has  outgrown  the  parent  in 
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p()l)ulaiioii  Miul  wealtli,  she  lias  not  in  1)eanty,  virtue  or 
iiilelligenee,  and  to-day  salutes  her  witli  filial  honor  and 
regard.  l]ut  here  I  trench  on  ground  to  be  occupied  l)y 
one  of  Andierst's  eloquent  and  accomplished  sons,  the 
orator  of  the  da}^,  and  it  only  remains  for  me  to  announce 
the  programme  of  our  grove  exercises. 

At  the  close  of  President  Stock1)ridge's  remarks,  and 
singing  by  the  Amherst  Quintette  Clu1),  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  Avas  read  by  Ivev.  Henry  F.  Allen.  The 
President  then  introduced  tlie  mator  of  the  day,  M.  ¥. 
Dickinson,  Jr.,  of  Boston. 


H  i  s  t  o  i4  c  a  1   A  d  dress. 


J2Qi  J- 


Tin*  [)<M)[)k'  nl'  llic  United  S(;;(es  arc  this  year  a 
pilLii'imai;'L'.    Tlioii'  Mecra  is  ilie  Cit}'       Ih'ulliei'ly  Love  ; 

sliriii(3  toward  \vliieh  tlieir  feet  are  liasteiiiii^^  i.s  (lie 
old  Stale  House  ol*  Peiinsy  1  vaina — I iide])eiHleiiee  llall. 
l(  is  not  lh(Mnie((ua!ed  intei'iial  ionad  display  on  Fairnionnt 
V:[vk  which  oilers  (lie  ]arL!;est  attra(dions  to  tlie  tlionulit i'nl 
slrani^'er  who  now  ioi"  the  tirst  time  linds  hinis(df  in  Phil- 
a(hd}thia.  The  niai;'nitieent  ex[)anse  of  the  Ex1ii])ition, 
eroW(hMl  ^vith  the  ^aiaiered  wealth  of  industry  and  art 
from  e\ery  ([uarter  of  the  ,i:;lo])e,  nuist,  al"ter  all.  yi(dd  the 
ehi^d*  [dace  of  intei'est  to  the  antdeid  hnildinu;  ou  Cliest- 
nnt  street,  where  tlie  Deidai'ation  of  Independenee  was 
lii'st  |>i'ononneed.  AVhetliei'  \'iewed  in  the  liidd  of  those 
issues  which  its  antliors  undei'stood  (n  ln'  in\-o]\ed  in  that 
U'l-eat  historic  a(d,  or  of  the  im[iorta,nt  results  which  ]ia\e 
ali'ead}'  ^•l'o^vn  out  oC  it — I'csults  \\  liich  ha\  ('  i\\v  {'xa^i^Ai'il 
the  largest  ex  [uMd  at  iyiis  of  tla?  men  of  ITTf' — or  of  the 
aiWi  more  momentous  intei'ests  which  slid  lie  vun.liscl(.».-cd 
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in  the  liiturG,  llie  Declaration  of  In(k'[)on(leiice  stamls 
preoiniucnt  anioiig  llio  cNcnts  of  modern  tinu:'S.  Its  only 
ri\al  in  American  revolutionary  history  is  tlie  battle  ot* 
Bunker  Hill.  Each  Avas  typical  of  the  [lalriot  struti;i;le — 
Bunker  Hill,  of  the  experiences  of  tlu^  witr  ;  the  Decla- 
ration, of  the  great  social  ami  political  principles  Avhich 
the  war  for  Imlepemlence  A'indicated  and  estaldished. 
On  the  one  hand,  tlie  deieat  of  tlie  New  England  yeo- 
manry on  the  17th  of  June,  1775,  pro\e(l  to  ))e,  in  its 
results,  a  great  \  ictory ;  and  such,  to  a,  large  extent, 
were  the  expei'iences  of  the  American  army  tlu'oughout 
that  entire  stiuggle.  It  lost  mauy  of  its  battles,  ))ut  it 
steadily  advance<l  its  cause.  On  tlie  other  haml,  the 
Declaration  of  Inde[)endence  Hrst  nnissed  and  I'ormulated 
all  the  ideas  upon  which  colonird  o})position  to  the  })olicy 
of  the  Crown  really  rested.  It  l)ecame  like  the  }>illar  of 
cloud  ami  of  fire  ;  it  rose  ever  in  the  advance,  leading  the 
way,  through  the  weary  da}\s  ami  an.xious  niglits  of  eight 
years  of  disheartening  war.  It  has  been  said  tliat  it 
end)odied  so  faithfully  the  curient  thought  of  Americ;ins 
as  to  mirror  the  soul  of  the  nation;"  and  iNIr.  Buckle 
styles  it  ''that  no])le  declaration,  which  ought  to  be  hung 
up  in  the  nurseiy  of  CAery  king,  and  blazoned  on  the 
porch  of  ever}'  ro\'al  [)alace."  As  mucli  superioi-  as  ideas 
are  to  nmre  force,  so  much  «"i'amkn',  as  we  estimate  it  to- 
day, Avas  the  proilanuit ion  ol'  Ameiican  libei't}^  in  l^hila- 
delphia,  in  '70,  tli;!n  t  he  \indic;it  ion  ot  American  prowess, 
at  Charlestowu,  in  '75.^  Massachusetts,  therefore,  may 
well  yield  to  Penns}  lv;niia  the  [ireemineiice  in  this  year 


JOSEPH  IIAWLEY. 


11 


of  jubilee.  Tlie  metvopoli;-  of  New  Eiiiilnud  concedes 
tli.'it  the  lii^'lic<t  lioiioi's  of  ilie  ceiiteimia!  coimiiemoration 
Ix'loiiii,'  to  lier  sister  city  iipou  the  baulks  of  the  Dehiware. 
Let  the  fi^-ranite  sliaft  at  Charlestowii  do  o])eisaiice  to-day 
to  the  !L^Teater  name  and  higher  fame  of  Iiide})endence 
Hail ! 

[That  i)oi'tioii  of  tlic  nddress  which  contaiiiod  a  discus.^^ioii  of  the 
('(iiulitiou  of  the  colon'n'S  whiMi  tlie  treaty  of  Taris,  in  17().'^,  setth'd 
the  pi't'eiiiiiuMit'C  of  thti  lMiL;li<li  spealxiiiLi'  race  iijx)!!  the  Noi'th  Ainerl- 
caii  eoiitiiieiit,  of  the,  Ciiiises  A\  liich  led  to  tin;  dispute  with  the  mother 
eoiiiitry,  and  of  the  events  which  ended  in  the  nece.s-ity  of  indepen- 
dence is  nece-sai'ily  omitted.  Some  account  ^vas  ,i:i\en  of  tin;  leading' 
statesmen  of  the  Kevolntionary  ei'a.  01"  the  most  distinguished  Ivev- 
nlutionai'V  patriot  (d'  WesteiMi  jMassachnsetss,  the  oi'ator  spoke  as 
fallows  :] 

No  true  sou  of  Western  jMassa.clutsetts  wotdd  fail  to 
discern  and  point  out,  in  this  remar]<a])h)  group,  tlie  peer- 
less star  of  Northampton — Joscpli  llawh'V.  Tlie  histo- 
rian, ] Bancroft,  places  him  iu  the  higliest  rank  among  the 
l(!aders  of  the  lu^volut  ionary  period,  llildreth  associates 
his  name  Avith  those  of  Otis,  lianco(dv  and  Samtiel  Adams, 
and  says  th;it,  of  the  country- mend)ers  iu  the  Massachu- 
setts House  of  rte[>reseutati\'es,  none  had  so  nundi  inlhi- 
ence  as  ]Mr.  Ilawle3\  For  ^'tsars  he  was  the  foremost 
lawyer  of  this  ancient  county  of  llauipshire,  and  of  Wesl- 
ei'u  Massa(diusetts.  IFe  was  the  iidimate  friend  aud 
cousta.nt  a(l\isei"  of  Saiuuel  Adanr^  iu  the  Provincial  Con.- 
gresses.  Hampshire  couut}'  and  the  ( \)nnnou we.dth  owe 
mindi  to  his  wisdom  and  his  worili.  lie  was  born  iu 
Nortliampton  in  1724,  Avas  a  graduat(^  of  Ynlo  in  174-, 
sludiiMl  divinity,  and  pr(\achcd  S(^\'cral  yeai's,  but  was 
ue\'cr  settled.     Thoug^h  at   tii'st  a  iolcid  ly  op[»osed  to  1m1- 
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wartls's  tlieologicul  A'iciws,  lio  ;i(ter\v;inls  liucauKj  tliuir 
(!;irn(3st  a(lvoc;il(%  IJo  Avas  a  (•li;i[)laiu  in  ilio  Freiicli  .-ind 
Jiidinii  war,  and  took  });ii"t  iu  the  sciii'O  oi'  Louis] )ui';i^-.  'J1io 
vepoil  is  that  lie  he^aii  tlie  [n'actice  of  l;i\v  in  Norl]i;un[)- 
ton  about  1749.  lie  Ijecauie  one  of  tlie  tlivee  leaders  of 
the  Hampshire  bar,  which  ineluded  all  west  oi'  Woin-eslei" 
county.  His  only  rivals  wei'e  Col.  Wort  hin^ton  of  Spring- 
held  and  Mv.  Lyman  of  Sulfudd,  then  incdmh'd  in  iMassa- 
chnsetts.  Under  those  men  the  Hampshire  ])ar  was 
raised  from  a  [losition  ))elo\v  nu'diorrity  to  one  o{'  unnsii:d 
hi'inianc}'.  In  their  da\%  it  was  eslaMished  as  a  rido  oC 
in'actice,  thai  thi'ee  yeai's  sludy  slaadd  he  re([nired  of  slu- 
(h'lds  at  law,  hid'ore  their  adnnssion  to  the  responsihh; 
dtiiies  (tf  the  [>rofession,  a  rule  whirli.  I  r(\ii;ret  to  say, 
al'lorwai'ds  fell  into  disuse.  Mi'.  Haw  ley  li\  ed  in  _<;reat 
sim[)ficity.  The  latch-strini;-  of  his  house  was  ne\er  with- 
drawn, ami  he  used  no  har,  )m)1|,  uor  ke\'.  iNo  ma.n  licre- 
ahoiils  at  all  ai)[)roached  him  in  the  pnhlic  esteem;  Ibr 
he  was  ]»ious,  (k;\'out,  ^enei'ous,  pnl)lic-s[)ii'ited  and  elo- 
quent. In  the  (j(^neral  Coni't,  of  which  he  was  fieipiently 
a  mondau',  he  excelled  all  in  (ho  soundness  of  Ins  reason 
and  jmlumcnt,  ami  Hk^  piaidcid  lii'mness  with  which  he 
maintained  his  \  iews.  Alter  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  AcL 
the  English  nnnistry  intimated  to  the  le^islat  ni  c  <»f  the 
i\Iassachnsel  ts  colony  that  rest  it  u(  ion  was  expected  foi' 
those  odicc'rs  of  (he  ci'own  who  had  snltei'i'd  loss  {>{'  pi'op- 
(M-(y  in  at  tempt  iii_i;-  to  eiildi'ce  (hat  o))no\ions  statute. 
The  form  of  the  answ(M'  ol"  the  (haieral  Court'  was  suii- 
,U'es(ed  l»y  iMaj.  Haw  ley.'    lie  (k[iposed  ;in\  I'olie!'.  except 
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Oil  coiidii ion  oi'  a  o-oiioral  ainiiosly.  In  tlio  <]ol)aio  upon 
iliis  ((UcstioiK  lio  (irst  aiinduncod  tlic  dorlriiK'  that  Parlia- 
nnnit  had  no  I'iulit  to  J(\L!,"islate  lor  Anioiica.  James  Otis 
I'osi!  in  his  jdace  to  thank  Mi'.  lla\\h'V  for  taking;  tliis 
[)osition,  sayini;-  it  Avas  t'arthor  tlian  ho  Idnistdf  liad  yet 
Li;one  in  tlie  Honso.  Th(3  noxt  yoav  ]Mr.  Uawhyv  was  coii- 
snrtMk  and  siis[)ond(Ml  IVoni  [)rartico  in  tlio  courts,  ior  ('x- 
prcssini;'  political  sontinienis  t(;o  lihoral  t(»  suit  ilio  ^i;■o^■(n•n- 
mont  ;  hut  ho  was  Viv^torod  hcforo  177<h  So  intinialo 
and  li'ioinlly  woi'o  liis  i-cdatitais  witli  Samuel  Adams  that 
the  hdlei'  i'(died  mueli  upon  the  th(»ro)m;h  h'Li'al  l<no\\  led  L^'e 
and  excellent  disci'oiion  oC  his  raiihl'ul  IVdlow  lahorer ;  and 
he  ol'len  wrote  to^lr.  iiawley.  uid )osominu'  his  plans,  his 
I'oars  and  his  hopes.  ^\v.  .ilawh^y  had  a  doe[>  reliuious 
nature,  (»ut  of  \\hi(di  11o\\<m1  all  the  siirini^'s  orin.oti\e  ansl 
comluct.  ''Don't  ])ut  oil*  the  hoat,''  cried  some  timid 
one  in  the  (ieneral  ('oua1.  in  IJTt;  ^'Dou'l  put  olflho 
l>oa(  till  \'ou  know  wliei'e  you  will  land."  "'(iod  will 
hi'in.Li"  Hs  to  a  sale  harbor,"  was  the  int!e[n"d  and  trusi- 
Cul  reply  ol'  the  [latriot  of  Ikinip^hii-e. 

WIkmi  ihe  .MassachiiscUs  deli'i^'ales  to  the  first  C'on- 
tineidal  (\»n>;ress  al  riiiladelphia  had  reached  tiie("on- 
necticiit  i-i\('r,  1  hey  recei\('d  a  hdlei'  of  ad\ice  li-<Mn 
Ihe  wise  coimsidlm'  of  Xorl  hamplon.  "  We  musi  fiLiht/' 
said  he,  "irw(M"annot  otherwise  rid  (airsehcs  ol'  Uiitish 
laxaiion.  The  form  of"  l:'o\ ei'umerd  eiiacl(\l  l^i'  us  1)\-  t  h(^ 
IJrilish  paiTiamenl  ise\il  a'^ainsl  riuhl.  ulteil\-  inlolera- 
l)le  to  e\(M'y  man  who  has  any  idea  or  reeling  of  i-iLfld 
or  liheily.         *  *         *         Ki-h(   we  mus(. 
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fiiiMlly,  Tiiilcss  llrilniii  r(jtie;iis.  ''^  Onr 
salw'il  ion  depends  upon  a  perscA-criiiLi'  nnion.  E\  oiy 
<^"i-i('\anc(j  ol"  any  ()n(3  colony  nuisi  l)o  Indd  as  a  L!,'ric\an('0 
to  tlio  \Viiol(N  and  some  plan  must  bo  sottlod  Ibr  a  ronliu- 
naii(»ii  oC  con'j^resses,  o\  cn  tlion^ii  (Mtiiui'cs.-os  w  ill  soon  1x3 
declared  hy  Parliauieiit  to  1)0  liiLili  treason/'  And  auain 
in  ilio  aiiinnni  oC  1770.  when  Conn'i'ess  seemed  to  liesilate 
to  assume  powers  of"  i;'o\ei'niiient .  IIa\vle\''s  keen  e\"e  >vas 
the  (irst  to  discern  that  a  stale  oC  reNolutioii  demand(Ml 
aiid  justilied  such  an  extremis  measure;  and  from  his  seat, 
in  the  1^-oviucial  Congress  at  W'alertown,  he  wrote  to 
Samuel  Adams  at  Philadel})hia  :  Tlie  eyes  of  all  the  con- 
tinent are  fastened  u})on  your  body.  *  * 
It  is  time  for  \()U  to  hx  on  periodical  ainuial  elections  — 
na,}%  to  form  into  a  [parliament  of  two  liouses."  Ailer  the 
Declaration  of  lnde})endence,  the  excitements  of  politics 
\vere  nuich  less  felt  in  A[assachusetts  than  before,  and  we 
find  little  recorded  of  the  sul)sequent  e;ireer  of  this  distin- 
guished commoner  of  nam})shire.  lie  did  not  p)raeticc 
law  after  1774,  though  he  afterwards  occasionally  presided 
in  the  Court  of  sessions  as  the  oldest  magistrate,  lie 
died  childless  in  178S,  at  the  age  of  04.  All  of  us,  to- 
day, wlio  claim  share  in  thereno\vn  of  this  ancient  (U)unly, 
owe  him,  as  our  civic  hither,  a  debt  of  gratitude.  l!is 
name  shall  be  r(miend)ere(l  and  honored  so  long  as  the 
])rinciples  he  defended,  a.nd  the  institutions  he  hel[)ed  es- 
lablish,  shall  hud  defenders  among'  a,  tree  and  enlightema] 
])iu»ple. 

*  *  ■*  ■*•  f  Ifr  *  ^  * 

liy  a  phia.sant  coiiua(lenc(%  this  3'(;ar  of  the  National 
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cenleiiiiial  also  marlvs  tlio  ceiiloiiiiial  oi'  the  (own  dfAm- 
lierst.  Tmo,  s]ie  is  somcwliat  iiioie  lliau  oiio  limulrcil 
yoai's  old;  hat,  ])y  tlio  record;  slie  is  first  styled  a  town 
ill  177r>.  Ill  tlie  lollo^villg  extract  iVom  the  leuislati\e 
proceedings  of  tliat  period,  we  find  tlie  fii'st  olhcial  reeog- 
iiitiun  of    The  To^vn  of  Amherst." 

'^1)1  Coiu/ci/.  Af'f/'  27,  1770. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Beard  that  tlie  J^elect- 
nien  of  Amherst  ]ia\'e  made  application  at  the  l\)wder 
mill  at  AndoN'er  Ijy  Simon  Smith,  ^vith  })roper  certificates, 
agreeable  to  a,  I'csoh'e  passed  in  June  last,  and  hy  some 
misappreliensiou  the  s''  town  has  been  disa})i)ointed  in 
receiving  the  same;  and  it  being  judged  exjiedient  that 
the  town  be  furnished  forthwith  with  the  [»owder  aforesaid, 
as  'tis  said  some  ot  it  is  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  troops 
destined  for  Canada  in  their  march  through  the  woods  to 
Skeensborough. 

OrdereiL  that  the  Coinmissaiy  Oeiieral  l)e  diiected  t(.> 
deliver  to  Islv.  Simon  Smidi  om;  hundred  and  twenty-li\e 
pounds  weight  of  gun-powder  lor  ihe  'fown  of  Amherst, 
he  })aying  therefor  at  the  rate  of  -'),  a  II).  to  t''  s''  C'em- 
missaiy." 

From  the  earliest  ()cru[»ation  of  the  lerritoiA'  uniil  tlie 
year  I75o,  this  place  was  called  '^New  Swamp,"  lladley 
Farms,"  Fast  Farms,"  ''Fast  lladley,"  or  'vMadlev  od 
Precinct."  At  that  date.  South  lladley  h;n'ing  been  in- 
corporated a  district,  this  became  lladley  2d  rrecinct." 
and  in  the  year  1751)  was  incorporat(;d  as  t lie  "District  of 
Amherst."  The  term  ])recinct  was  an  ecclesiasi ic;d  desig- 
nation; it  meant  simply  a  [)arish.  and  \vas  a  division  of  a 
town  ha\  ing  power  of  le\yiiig  taxes  to  su[>[i<»rt  a  minister. 


Till']  NA.Mi:  AMIJKIIST. 


A  (list rid,  howcNcr,  enjoyed  n  (-01111)1(310  lowii  oruMiiiza- 
tiou,  willi  lull  town  }M)\v(ii'.s,  except  (lie  riu;li(  (n  semi  r(}[i- 
i"e^^(!iilaii\'es  to  the  (jeneral  Court. 

The  act  oC  Distriet  iiu'or[)oratioii  was  si<j:iiccl  Felniiary 
lo,  1751).  Ill  the  ])ilL  as  it  [)asse(l  through  its  several 
stages,  ilie  nauie  is  lel't  ])lauk.  This  a}>pears  usually  to 
ha\e  l)eeu  the  ease  willi  the  newly  crealeil  districts  of 
that  period.  The  right  ol"  naming  lliein  was  trealed 
as  a  prero^;"alive  of  tlie  Colonial  Covernor,  r^'ho  generally 
assigned  the  nnine  when  he  afll.xcd  his  signature  to  the 
hill.  There  is  nothing  in  the  State  archives  to  show  the 
reason  which  intluenced  Cu\'ernor  Powiiall  to  eall  the  new 
district  AmhcnJ.  But  the  i'acl  ajipOiirs  on  the  records 
(hat  he  was  ou  terms  ol' l'riendshi[)  wilh  (len.  Jell'rev  Am- 
herst, who  had  just  received  his  appoinlment  Trom  (lie 
jving,  and  who  shorlly  after  Ijecame  the  lun'o  of  J^ouisl /urg, 
at  the  famous  soige  of  that  town  in  wliich  troops  from 
.llaiu[)shire  county  here  a  cons[)i(-.uon-ly  gallant  ])art.  To 
name  the  district  after  so  renowned  a  soldier  was  an  act 
uf  graceful  courtesy  ou  the  part  (d"  the  cidoiiial  (hiveriior, 
and  must  Inne  been  not  only  highly  gratifying  to  (he 
General  himself,  hut  es[»eciallv'  pleasing  to  his  ^NFonarch. 

lladley  \vas  sedled  in  lO-Vd,  hymen  Inmi  W'eatliers- 
(i(dd  and  llarlford,  \vho  (ook  their  miiii.>i(M'.  Mr.  ruiss<dl, 
and  moved  u[)  the  ri\er  inio  l!ie  ri-ncder  wilderness, 
because  they  could  not  agree  with  their  brclhixm  upon  some 
matters  touching  church  affair,--.  Tlie  original  grant  to 
the  settlers  imdudcil  the  present  (<'Wns  of  .Amherst, 
Granby  and  South  lladluy,  besides  Iladlc}'  herself,  on  this 
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side  the  river,  and  Ilatlield  on  the  ^vest.  Those  pioneers 
were  ))rave  men.  It  required  no  litthi  fortiuule,  and  no 
small  faith,  to  take  a  stand  on  this  ontjiost  of  civilization^ 
and  to  establish  homes  in  the  unbroken  forest.  But  they 
chose  wisely.  Here,  in  this  lairest  intervale  of  New  Eng- 
]an(k  where  the  valley  broadens  eastward  to  the  heights 
on  which  Ave  stand,  (lanked  ])y  the  protecting  ridge  of  llol- 
yoke,  on  the  soutli,  and  the  more  In'oken  outlines  of  Sugar 
Loaf  and  Toby  on  the  north,  our  lathers  planted  the 
peaceful,  wide-streeted,  river-encircled  town.  Their  de- 
scendants have  clung  with  loyal  devotion  to  the  ancient 
homesteads.  The  Smiths,  the  Boltwoods.  the  Montagues, 
the  ]\rarsh(}s,  tlie  (i»wles,  the  Nashes,  the  Churches,  the 
KeRoggs,  the  Dickinsons,  the  Cooks,  the  Eastmans,  the 
Ingrams,  the  Whites,  the  Warners,  tlie  Porters  and  the 
Gaylords,  who,  from  general  ion  to  generation,  have  con- 
tributed so  handsomely  to  swell  the  census  of  Ivistern 
Hampshire,  all  trace  their  descent  from  some  one  of  the 
original  ''adventurers"  at  lladley,  or  Irom  others  who 
soon  followed  to  that  new  settlement.  Andierst,  fairest 
of  her  daughters,  on  this  day  of  jubilee  sends  greeting 
from  these  shiidng  slopes  to  the  venerated  mother  of 
Eastern  Hanrpshire.  Peaceful,  wide-streeted,  river-encir- 
cled still,  just  as  the  founders  left  her.  she  nestles  there 
umong  her  majestic  elms,  and  dreams  of  the  past.  Two 
hundred  years  ago  was  the  heroic  period  of  her  history. 
Within  the  house  of  her  first  minister,  sheltered  not  less 
by  his  watchful  care  than  by  the  sympathy  of  the  entire 
body  of  that  free  comnuuiity,  the  Piogicides  found  refuge 
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and  rest.  Sir  Walter  8cott  has  compelled  this  historic 
circumstance  to  do  service  to  fiction  in  his  charmino;  tale, 
'^Peveril  of  the  Peak/'  where  the  romantic  story  of 
General  Goffe's  Sabbath  exploit  is  detailed  ])y  the 
Puritan  soldier,  Major  Bridgenorth.*  Throughout  King 
Phillip's  war,  which  exactly  two  hundred  years  iigo  w^as 
ravaging  the  villages  of  the  Connecticut,  Iladley  was  the 
headquarters  of  the  army  of  defence,  and  her  sons  slied 
their  blood  in  almost  every  encounter  of  that  fierce  and 
ci'uel  conflict.  Glorious  old  town  !  j\Iother  of  us  all  ! 
Tliough  not  noAV  called  by  thy  name,  we  are  still  a  part 
of  thee,  and  thy  history  and  thy  fame  it  shall  ever  ])e 
our  pride  to  preserve  and  defend. 

The  common  uplands  or  outer  commons  lying  in  East 
Hadley,  now  compi'ising  the  town  of  Andierst,  were  first 
divided  among  the  Iladley  proprietors  in  the  year  1703. 
The  work  was  done  by  Capt.  Aaron  Cooke,  Lieut  Nehe- 
miah  Dickinson  and  Samuel  Porter,  town  measurers. 
These  lands,  lying  l)etween  the  Iladley  line  on  tlie  west, 
E([uivalent  or  Pelliam  lands  on  the  east,  llie  l^rookfield  road 
on  the  S(mth,  and  Mill  River  on  the  norlli,  were  laid  out  in 
three  divisions,  separated  l)y  highways  loi'ty  rods  in  width. 
The  Avestern  and  middle  (first  and  second),  divisions, 
were  each  240  rods  wide;  the  eastern,  (third,)  was  con- 
siderably wider.  In  1754,  Iladley  reduced  the  western 
highway  to  twenty  rods  in  width,  and  the  eastern  to 
twelve  rods.  In  17^8,  Amherst  narro^ved  these  highways 
to  six  rods.    E\cry  inhabitant  was  to  have  a.  lot  in  the 

*'riic  iioveli.st  iiicoiTCi'tly  atliihutcs  tliis  exploit  to  Gen.  Wlmlley. 
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first  or  second  (li\isinii.  wliidi  wcwi  I'oclvoiicil  of  (M(u;i1 
value,  aiid  also  in  tlic  third,  \\lii(di  was  (.f  less  Naliic.  lii 
the  loi'iuer  allolnuMil,  thi^headofa  Caiiiily  (h'ewl^C)]  aei'es; 
a  man  (o\  ei'  sixteen)  w  ilhonl  a  ianiily.  drew  half  as  nineli. 
In  the  eastern  di\ision  a  lionseliohler  di'ew  41-;  aei'es. 

Mr.  Judd,  the  aeeoniplished  histoi'ian  ol'  lladley.  a  man 
wdiose  abilities  ami  attainmeids  fitted  him  (oi-  the  highest 
]iist(»rieal  Avoi'k,  sa}'s  there  is  no  <h'finile  information  sho^v- 
ing  wlien  nnm  first  ])eL;"an  to  plant  thtMns(d\'es  in  Amherst, 
first  ealhMl  East  lladley.  A  Jlatlield  man,  Mr.  Footer  is 
said  to  ha^■(^  put  up  a  rud(Mlwellinu- in  Ivast  Amherst,  just 
iioi'th  of  where  tlie  s(M'ond  pai'ish  meetini;-  house  stands, 
as  (;arlv  as  170;].  lie  expected  to  u;et  a  li\inu-  there  ])\' 
luintinLi-  and  lishini:;,  hut  faile(l  ;iml  ahandonc'il  ihe  place. 
Avhi(di  loni;-  aftei'  coidinued  to  he  caded  Foote-foll\' 
8wam[^."  While  dani;er  \\as  a[)[»i'ehemle(l  IVnm  tla;  In- 
dians, thei'e  was  little  dis[>osition  to  occupy  outlyinii'  lamls 
of  the  towns  ;  ])ui  after  the  (dose  of  'vL'ather  1  voile's  War,"* 
in  Ihe  fall  of  17-'"),  this  impedinuMil  was  I'cmoN'ed.  so 
that  at  the  y(\'irs  17^7  or  171^8  we  may  salely  place  the 
lii'st  peiMnamnd  setthnneiit  of  this  town.  After  the  oi'iL:,'i- 
nal  sur\-ey  and  allotment  hy  llaidey  in  170;),  these  lands 
w^MHj  umloul)tedl\'  inu(di  im[»ro\(Ml,  s(Hne  portion  of  them 
was  (deared  and  fem-ed.  an(>  the  way  prepai'ed  foi'  ihe  first 
permanent  dwellers.  In  1731  the  iiumher  of  adual  set- 
tlei's  was  eiu'hteeii.  viz:  John  Iiiuram,  Sr..  John  Inu'ram. 
Jr.,  Ehenezer  ixdiou'u',  John  Cowls.  Joiia.  Cowls.  Samud 
l)(»ltwood,  Sammd  llawley,  Nalhaiiid  ( 'hurch.  John  Wills. 
Aaron  Smith,  NaMfl  Sndth,  Ridiard  ('h.-iuncey,  Stephen 

■''Said  to  h'd\c  been  iustiyatci.1  by  the  Jesuit,  Falljci' 
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Siiiilli,  Joliii  N.-isli.  Jr.,  Joscpli  l''licii('/,cr  Sc(»\ illc. 

l^hciKv.cr  niid  j^l iciiczcr  Diclsiiismi.  A f'l cr  1  n 

llic  ui'owlli  (iC  llic  [ircciiicl  must  Iimnc  hccii  r.-ipid.  Inr  in 
17-)S  its  population  had  Ixmmiiiic  i^'iH'alcr  than  that  of  tlio 
mot  licr  (ow  n,  and  in  1  7'd< )  A ndior.-t  had  alxait  1 'Jt  ID  iidiai >- 
ilanls.  wliilc  lia<n('y  had  oidv  sonic  liOO.  ddio  liisl  per- 
manent settlor  in  the  Mastoi'n  Division  was  John  Morion, 
who  ])iMlt  liis  lionse  ahoni  tlic  yoai'  IT-I-"). 

Onlhc  lillh  ol'  January,  IToO.  a  eommittco  was  a])- 
])oint(Ml  l)y  lladh'y  to  hiy  out  a  hniwiiii:-  LLieimd  here.  In 
June,  17')4.  John  lnL;ram  ami  othei's  petitioneil  the  (Jen- 
cM'al  Court  io  bo  nnnh'  a  separate  prerinet.  lladh-N'  sent 
linl\e  Smith  to  Boston  to  op]iose  it.  ami  it  appears 
lhat  1  he  (»pposit  ion  was  t  hen  (dieet  na  1.  lor  i  n  Decendier  lol- 
Jowiiii:'  we  lind  the  sann'  application  snccessrnll\'  i-epeated. 
The  piditiou  was  tlint  they  ndi^ht  ho  constituted  Iladley 
thii'il  p]'e(dnci,  with  a  tei'riloi'y  se\'en  miles  Ioiili'  hy  two 
and  i hree-ldurths  miles  ^vide,  houmhal  1)\  Sunderland,  the 
])ay  Ivoad.  l^ijuiNalent .  or  l?(dham.  lands,  ami  Iladley 
Commons,  and  it  w  as  i;'i'anl  oil  on  condit  ion  I  hai  t  he  precind 
sli(»uld  huild  a  meetiipu'  house,  and  settle  a  learneil  ()rlho- 
do.\  minister  in  three  yeai's.  The  lir->t  precimd  nicidini: 
\\as  ludd  Octoher  8th,  IT-)-"),  wlicii  it  \v;is  \o1e(l  to  hii'c  a 
nnnister  and  huild  a  me(d in l^-Iiousc.  l)a\id  Parsons.  Jr.. 
the  first  pastor,  was  a  llar\ai'(l  Lii'Mduale.  an<l  heuan  tt 
pi'each  hci'c  in  17")-~>.  His  accepiance  of  the  call  \\as  as 
follows:  ••ConipU'  (1  with  the  reipie.^l  ol'  ihe  inhahilanis 
of  the  third  pi'ccimd  of  lladle\  .  per  nu'  l)a\ii|  I*ai'soir<. 
Jr."'     His  ordinalion.  h(fwe\er.  did  n(»l   oiaair  uiilil  17'>'J. 
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His  s;il;iry  Aiiricd   from  sixty  to  ('ii:]il\'  jioiiiids 

slci'liiii;',  Ix'sido  one  lnmdi'ctl  Io.-kIs  of  a\()(m1.  This 

A\  ;is  t  lie  lii^licst  s;il;ii'\'  paid  in  llic  iiciLilili'irliood,  cxcciil 
lli:d  (»(■  Mr.  Ildokcr  at  Noil  iiaiiiiitoii.  Mi'.  Parxuis  dicil 
]i(M'('  ill  1781.  and  w  as  succeeded  I  lie  next  \  (  ai'l)\  InssiMi 
David  Parsons.  I).  1).  This  sdth'nient  \va>  I )il  t erl  v  oi 
posed  I)y  C^Mpt.  I^heiiezer  Alattotui  and  o1  heis.  and  it  was 
in  c(iiise(pience  ol'this  ((uarrd  that  the  siM-ond  parish  was 
forinrd  at  the  l^ast  Str(N"t  in  ITSl!  or  ITS-).  The  lii.-t 
meet  in^-lionse  in  the  town  w  a<  hei^iin  in  IT-SS.  hni 
not  linished  until  IT-Jo,  tlioiiLih  in  eel  in  lis  were  held  in  il 
pj-ior  to  .1742.  It  stood  witiiin  the  proent  ('oMcl:!' 
iiroiinds,  on  the  01  )ser\ at or\'  site.  In  I  7  Pd  it  ^\■as  \  (»ted 
to  liire  a  snilal)l(^  person  "-to  hhiw  th<'  Ivnnk.''  ldd>  \\a> 
the  signal  I'or  [)nl)lic  worship  and  meet  in !is.  There  xVms 
to  ha\'e  l)een  some  disa li'reement  ainoiiu-  the  setth'rs.  as  lo 
where  tlio  med in Li-hoiise  shonhl  l)e  Ioca(ed.  Al  lirsi  it 
\\as  \oted  io  s<d  it-  'Mip  the  hilh  ea<t  of"  John  iNash  s 
lionse;"  a  month  hder.  NoN'emher  2-").  \()led  to  set 

it  'Miear  the  llartliiiL!;  Stake,"  so  cidkMj.  Jn  l)eceinlM>r 
the\'  (lianu'cil  the  place  a^ain,  and  fiiiady  in  1  7oS,  they 
restored  the  proposeil  IniihliiiLi-  to  the  site  oiyLiinady 
(lioseii,  where  it  was  ])nih.  This  Marllin^-  Stake''  was 
a  noted  spot,  ol'teii  nnaitioneil  in  the  early  history  oC  I  he 
town,  and  was  near  the  place  w  here  I  he  Amherst  llonse 
now-  stands. 

1  must  not  omit  t(»  notice  the  hittei'  cont  i'o\-ersy  \\hi(  h 
aros(^  in  coiine(dion  with  the  iMuldiiiir  of  I  he  second  nioel- 
iiii;'  house  just  IxTore  the  Ke\ohilion.    It  shook  the  ei't  lcs- 


09 


TlIK   CREAT  ('()NTU0\'K11SV. 


i;is1ic;il  social   rouiidaiioiis  ol"  llic  town,  and  ciiLi'iMi- 

(lei'iMl  rends  wli'udi  liad  iiol  hccii  foriiot  1  di  scNcnl  v-(i \'e 
}X\irs  later.  Owliii;-  [o  ilic  iiicrcaseor  |i()[)ula1  imi,  the  old 
lioiiso  liad  IxM'oiiK!  Ion  siiiad  for  tlio  wor.-lup[»('rs.  and  in 
1771  ilic  ((nosi  ion  of  hnildin;^,'  a  now  (tno  Ix'Lian  to  l>o  ai:i- 
iatod.  Till!  lii'st  [torniaiieiit  soltlors  had  located  near 
Avliat  is  now  the  c(,Mitre  \'illaLie,  and  there  the  nieetini;- 
lioiise  was  iiatui'ally  }»laced.  The  more  (diLiihh'  lots  were 
thns  taken  \\\)  (\arly,  so  that  the  [irincipal  accessioir^  in 
later  years  were  in  the  outskirts,  around  what  are  now 
the  north  ami  south  ^"illal;■(^<.  At  leimth  these  oulskirls 
came  to  coidain  a  majorit\^  of  the  jiopulation  and  (duu'tdi- 
_U-o(M's,  and  takinu-  ad\'aiilau'e  ot"  some  t'annly  I'iwalries,  and 
of  the  natural  jealou^\'  of  the  extremes  against  the  centre, 
.'I  }dau  was  fornu'd  of  dixidini;-  the  District  into  two  parts 
l)y  ail  east  and  west  line  through  the  centre.  ea(di  part  to 
constitute  a  se[)ai'ate  District,  and  e\"entually  a  new  town. 
At  a  District  meeting  held  January  lo,  177-,  a  majoritv 
A'oted  in  fa\()r  of  the  proposed  di\dsion.  Ihd  as  this  ino\'e 
iu\(»l\('d  legal  ditliculties  and  necessary  didays.  another 
meiding  was  ludd  April  I  I,  177-),  wlieii  a  ciMisidiM'ahle  ma- 
joi'ily  vot(Ml  -^o  huild  two  new  meeting-houses,  at  the  joint 
ex[)ense  of  tin.'  whole  Di>tri(d."  Neit  her  of  t  hese  wast(»l)e 
locatetl  m\ar  the  centre,  a  plan  wlfudi  would  thi'o\\'  the 
hea\'iest  share  of  the  cost  on  the  weallli\'  tax-pa\ers  li\- 
ing  lh'U'(;,  and  at  the  same  time  lea\e  them  farthest 
remo\(;d  from  the  new  houses.  The  numher  of  real  estate 
owners  in  town,  when  the  conl  ro\  (M  >\  hegaii.  was  1 '_!(). 
of  w  hom  7t) — a  good  majorit  \' — w  v.vc  op[iosed  to  aii\'  di\  i- 
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sioii,  niid  ill  l;i\  (»r  oC  plariii \]\v  new  meet  in ni-c  \^r■^v 
tlio  .^itc  (il'llic  old  (iiu>.     V)\\i  ill  addilioii  lo  I  lie   I'Jn  land 
owners,  (Ikm-c  were  about  2o  Ic^al  \i)1crs.  al  t!a'  cnils  uf 
Disirict, — inosth'    larincr's    sons — lo    whom  llioir 
I'aduM'S  had  ('on\-('vod  small  traids  of  laml.  lo  oiiahh"  llioni. 
as  tli(j  law  Ihmi   was.  (o  A  (it('  on  t  he  < [Uc- i  ion  at  i>.-no. 
Those  made  ;i  elear  majority   in   ra\or  of  l)nildinL:'  two 
houses.     In  tliis  dilemma,  t  he  se\'enl  \'  lioads  of  l;innlio< — 
lixdiiii,"  most      in  llio  centi'e  \illa  i^-o— a  |  ![ilie(l  to  tla-  Lo-^i  — 
lature  lor  a   stay  of  [)rocee(liii ^s  and  a  lioariiiL:'.  Their 
[M'litimi  staled  that  the  total  ralahle  estate  in  Amlior-l. 
exelnsive   ol*    what    was    ladd    hy    m»n-rosidents,  was 
:C7.,r)')7.-"),  oC  whi(di  ttu?  [let  it  ioiici's  owned  C4.22(  1.1  ']  ;  1  hat 
the\^  and  their  fatliers  wore  llio  oriiiinal  soltlri'soC  thi' 
District,  Avho  l)ore  the  inanripal   pail   ol'  thchiirdoii  of 
I)e_i:"iiiiiiii,Li"  niid  hi'inii-iiiLi,'  forward  tlie  s(Mlleinent  at  fii'st  ; 
of  ])uihlinu'  a  iiieetinu'-liouse  ;  of  suii[)ort  in llio  mini^tiy. 
and  all  other  eliarges;   and  had  conlinnrd  to  hoar  tlio 
Li^Teater  ])art  of  expenses  of  e\"('r\'  kind  from  tlii'  oriLiinal 
.settlement  of  tlie  Parish  to  that  da\'.     Thc\-  ropresontcil 
tlu^  injustice  of  reipiirinu'  them  to  [)ay  the  lari^or  part  (»f 
the  cost  of  tlie  t  wo  uie(d  in Li-houses.  \\  hcn  tlioy  wi're  to  ho 
dei)ri\"ed  of  th(^  adwantaLi'es  tlimi  enjo\-od.  a-  the  di\  idinu' 
line  hetweeii  the  new  pari-hcs,  conniiLL'  at   tlieccidre  of 
the  town,  would  l(\a\(>  them  in  the  outskirts:  lhe\  em- 
])hasi/ed  t  h(i  tied   that   the   whole  Icirilory  wa>   not  lo(t 
lai\L:,(^  lor  one  lown   and   one  con   iv^at  ion.  and   that  to 
make  tin;  parlilion  would  he  to  cn^de  "two  W(\al<.  and 
already  ruined/'  socieiies;  and  the\'  concluded  willi  lhi> 
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iir<;'Oiil  a[)po;il  : .  \\)iu'  })et  Itioiieis  fiirllicr  i('[ii'o.-ciil  lli;it 
tliry  li;i\'e  iie\-cr  usrd  any  uiuluo  iiirt lioil  tc  iiiul(i[»Iy  lluMi' 
vulcr.s,  ciioosiiti;-  ratlier  to  want  a  niajoi-it  y  than  to  prucurc 
it  ])y  unfair  moans.  And  now,  finding;-  all  attempts  oi' 
accommiMlation  to  ]je  in  vain  ;  and  d(v-[iaiiinLi'  of  ju>lice 
vvitliout  llici  iuterposilion  of  J>(Jgi^dati\■o  power,  tfioy  piay 
tlie  attention  of  your  Excellency  and  Honors  to  tlieir  nn- 
]ia[)p3^  situation."  On  the  IStli  of  June  lollowini:'.  the 
J^euislature  passed  an  ord<3i\  stayin!^'  all  proeeedin^s  rela- 
tive to  the  buikruiii' of  any  ne^v  meet  ing-h(juse  or  meeting- 
houses in  the  District,  excepting  u[)on  or  near  the  spot 
^v]l(n•e  the  house  then  stood;  and  February  4.  177-f,  ii 
conunittee,  consisting  (d'  Artemas  ^Vard  of  the  Council, 
and  ^[r.  .PicK'erin.g  and  Col.  I>acon  of  the  llorr<e,  ^vas  di- 
rected to  rc[)air  to  Andierst,  view  the  same,  hear  the  }»ar- 
-ties,  and  ma]-:e  re[)ort;  and  it  was  ordered  that  the 
lnha])itants  in  the  mean  time  wholly  surcease  all  }troceed- 
ings  relati\'e  to  huilding  any  new  meeting-house  or  meet- 
ing-honses  in  said  District."  This  action  (d'  tlie  Cegisla- 
tnre  and  the  conung  on  of  the  war,  seem  to  ha\e  [ml  an 
end  to  the  plan  for  dividin.g  the  town,  though  the  social 
breach  was  not  healed  during  that  g(3neration.  The  new 
mecding  house  in  the  centre  was  ntit  built  until  17SS, 
some  ii\e  or  six  }'ears  after  the  second  parish  had  been 
formed  at  the  Ivist  Street. 

Alt  hough  Andiei'st  was  incor[)orate(l  a  District  in  IT-VJ, 
il  did  not  enjoy  the  I'ight  of  reprexadal  ion  in  the  begis- 
lature  until  the  opening rof  the  Ke\olution,  Its  tirst  sep- 
arate rcpresentati\e  was  Nathaniel  Dickinson,  Jr..  who 
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AVJisseiiitu  (lie  lii'st  Pi'oviiicial  (\)iii;i'(jss,  w  lm  li  ind  ;ii  Sa- 
adjouriUMl  to  Concord,  and  t  lion  (o  (  'ainl)ridL:-(.'.  in  Octo- 
1)er,  ITT-i.  Up  to  that  thno  the  Dl.-trid  had  united  willi 
lljidley,  South  Uadlev  and  (uanhy  in  the  exerei.se  of  (his 
privilege.  The  reason  was  this:  .Vhout  (he  }'ear  IT-^j 
the  government  of  Great  Britain  hecanie  jealous  ol'  the 
increasing  power  of  the  representati\-e  feature  of  the  ]Mas- 
saehusetts  Colony.  The  Colonial  Governor  was  therel'ore 
instructed  to  give  his  assent  to  the  incorjioration  of  no 
new  towns,  nnless  a  restraint  should  be  placed,  in  each 
case,  n[)on  the  power  of  sending  re[)resentatives.  Hence 
the  system  of  districts,  which  conferred  all  tlie  functions 
of  towns,  except  this  one  of  electing  re[)resentati\ es. 
IJy  a  general  law  of  178(j,  all  disti'icts  incorporated  |)rior 
to  January  1st,  1777,  were  declared  towns,  aiul  Andier,-l 
was  included  in  that  number.  Still,  from  the  o[)ening  of 
the  Ilevolutionary  contest  in  1771,  this  vicinage  exercised, 
unchallenged,  the  pri\ileges  and  intluence  of  a,  town, 
and  assumed  the  title  in  177G,  all  in  violation,  probably, 
of  this  resti'iction  by  the  Crown. 

This  incident  of  ministeri;d  jealousy  illustrates  the  im- 
portant place  winch  the  town  occu[)ied  in  the  New  J'^ng- 
laml  polity.  It  has  been  styled  ^-the  ihuIcmis  otour  p<dit- 
ical  })ower."  IJildreth  says:  'Vfiach  town  conslitutcd.  in 
fact,  a,  little  re}»ublic,  almost  com[)le(e  in  itself"  ]>ul  in 
the  West  and  South  the  primal  uni(  has  gcnei-ally  been 
the  county.  Idiere  every  town  is  a  village  with  its  mayor 
or  president,  and  its  aldermen,  who  ailministcr  its  go\'crn- 
nient.  The  origin  of  the  distinct iou  was  occh'siast icab 
New. England,  which  was  purely  Congregational  in  relig- 


c 


li 


26 


TOWN  MEETIXiiS. 


ions  [H)li(y,  was  also,  by  iioecssaiy  analoii-y,  piircl}^  ilomo- 
cratic  in  her  civil  goveruuionl ;  while  in  (tlher  [lails  ol'llie 
count ly,  |)i'e\'ailin^ii;  l\[>iseo})al  or  Preshyteriaii  ideas  im- 
pressed themselves  up()iici\'il  alVairs,  ami  a|)[)eared  in  the 
political  structure  oT  the  colonies.     11  (Mice  iu  .New  l^nji;- 
land^  wdieu  the  llevolutiou  came  on,  the  towns  exercised 
almost  exclusive  inlluence  in  determining  tlie  policy  ot  the 
Colonial  governments.    The  J^egislatures  were  constantly 
appealing  to  the  toAvns  for  instructions,  for  supplies,  and 
for  men.    It  was  a  town  meeting  held  in  the  Old  South 
meeting-house  at  Boston,  on  the  IGth  of  December,  1774, 
which  adjourned  to  Grillin's  wharf;  destroyed  the  tea,  and 
preci[)itated  the  conflict  with  England.    In  those  da}'s  it 
used  to  be  said  that  Massachusetts  was  governed  in  town 
meetings.  These  at  length  became  so  frerpient  in  IJoston, 
and  so  important  in  their  influence,  that  the  Colonial  Gov- 
ernor prohibited  the  calling  of  any  more.  ])ut  this  oHicial 
soon  found  that  his  prohibition  was  useless.    The  meet- 
ings still  continued,  and  upon  incpiiry  it  turned  out  that 
each  Avas  simpl}''  a  new  adjournment  of  an  original  town 
meeting,  which  had  been  duly  called  some  time  prior  io 
his  oi'der.    Thus  ]>(jston  maintained  a  })er})etual  town 
meeting  for  many  months.    Our  fathers  understood  and 
valued,  as  their  truest  safeguard,  this  fnmlamental  feature 
of  their  free  system.   We,  also,  must  e\  ei'  dierish  it.  We 
nnist  not  forget  nor  neglect  these  assend)lies  of  treemen, 
where  the  interests  of  every  man,  however  hnnibh),  find 
full  and  fair  hearing,  and  wliere  free  discussion  furnishes 
the  surest  shield  for  liberty  and  law. 
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The  p;ivt  taken  l)y  our  town  in  the  Freiicli  and  Indian 
wars  was  so  connected  with  that  of  lladley,  tliat  a  iair 
division  of  credit  is  not  easy.  The  I'onowing  Andierst 
men  were  out  in  the  campaign  of  174  T-S:  Ens.  Solomon 
Boltwood,  Sergt.  Solomon  ]\e}'es,  Corp.  William  jNIonta- 
gue,  Corp.  Joseph  Hawley,  Timothy  Nasli,  Jose])h  Clar3% 
Anson  Smith,  Pelatiah  Snnth,  llczekiah  IJeldmg.  Sanniel 
Ingram,  David  Nash,  William  Ijoltwood,  Jona.  Dickinson, 
Eleazar  Mattoon,  Gideon  Parsons,  Keuhen  Smith,  Joseph 
Kellogg,  Eleazar  Nash,  Josiali  Chauncey,  Joseph  Alexan- 
der, Ebenezer  Dickinson,  Ebenezer  Kellogg,  John  Ingram, 
Stephen  Smith. 

The  records  of  the  last  Indian  war,  1754-1703,  are 
more  complete  of  enlisted  and  drafted  men.  Amherst 
sent  sixty-four  to  tlie  diilerent  campaigns.  OC  these,  five 
died  in  the  service  or  of  disease  contracted  in  cam}),  viz: 
Samuel  Ihnvley  and  his  son,  J^^lijah,  Isaac  Ward,  Jr.,  Ben- 
jamin IIar^\•ood  ami  jMicah  (uiilloi'd.  liioul.  Jonathan 
Dickinson  and  his  compaii}',  coni[»i-ising  sixteen  Andierst 
men,  Avere  ordered  out  'Mo  defend  the  AVesterii  Eroiltiers 
when  Eort  William  Henry  wasl)eseiged  in  1757.''  Sergt. 
Reuljen  Dickinson, (who  hecamc  the  noted  Ca[)tain  in  tlie 
Bevolution)  with  li\e  Amherst  men,  was  in  Capt.  Moses 
Porter's  coni[)any,  in  the  CVown  Point  expedition  of 
1755,  and  was  out  in  the  '•  Bloody  ^lorning  Scout  "  ol' 
Septeml)er  8th  of  that  year,  under  Col.  I'phraim  Williams, 
Avho  fell  th.at  day,  and  (Voiii  wlionitlic  sister  College  in 
Berkshire  (leri\es  its  i^anie.  Samuel  llawlcy,  his  son.  and 
three  others  enlisted  in  Ca]»l.  Nathaniel  DwighCs  coni[iany. 
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;iU(l  wcA'i'  on  linked  in  the  sann;  expedition.  At  the  end  of 
IIk;  e;nnpai_L;ii  in  Dee(;nil)er,  Seriit.  Dirl^inson  and  a  sipiad 
e(*  men  ixdurned  lionie  thronuli  (lie  woods.  I'al licr  1  lian  wail 
Cui'  transportation  ])y  Ine  tra\(ded  way.  Tims  those 
youiii:;  men  were  traiinng,  in  liardships  and  I lat  1  los.  I'oi' 
moi'e  im[)ortant  duties  llie}'  were  soon  to  assnme  in 
tlie  war  o(*  tiie  rve\ olnt  ion. 

A  nuniLer  of  tlie  leading'  men  of  Andiei-st  were  iin- 
Irimidly  to  the  ]ve\'ohit ion,  nolaMe  aiiionu'  whom  wt^re 
Islv.  Parsons,  tlie  nnnister,  and  Ks(pui'o  (dianm-cy.  Jmhl 
iianK,'s  ahout  a  do/en  ol"  tlie  leading'  nu-n  who  were  toi'ies. 
A[r.  Parsons'  inlhienee  was  [irohahly  the  most  ellicicid 
cause  in  producing  ilns  result.  His  intimate  li'ieml,  llev. 
vVaron  Hill  oC  Slmtes1)ury,  \vas  also  a  /,cah)ns  loyalist ,  and 
used  to  gi\e  such  oflense  to  the  peoph.'  here,  hy  e.\- 
})r(.'ssion  ol*  un[)atriotic  views  nvIkmi  he  extdianged  with 
jNIr.  Parsons,  that  they  linall}'  \'oted  in  town  meet ing  t hat 
lie  should  he  prohihiied  the  Amherst  [)nl[)it.  The  tradi- 
tion is  that  sonudinu's,  during  the  iider\al  of  di\iiie  W(tr- 
ship  on  Sunda^^  ^vhig■s  and  lories  ^va^•ed  snch  a  war  of 
words  that  tlie\'  (piite  hroke  \\[)  the  aflcrnoon  meeting. 

1t  is  ([uitc;  pxjssihle  that  the  pnhlic  sent  imeid  ol"  New 
I^lngland  was  too  s(3\ere  U[)on  the  lories  of  the  lve\ olnt  ion. 
INFost  oftlKMii  were  uuui  ot"matni'e  years,  of  conser\  al  i\ c 
\'iews,  of  suhstaid ial  propeiiy,  and  of  consideral »le  stand- 
ing am!  iidlnence  in  Hk;  connmnnties  wiiere  they  li\(Ml. 
ldie\'  \\'ere  gen(!rall\'  men  who  had  mo>t  at  >lak(^  in  the 
contest,  who  had  most  toflose  in  a  di.-lnrl»c(l  slate  ol"  pnh- 
lic  allinis,  little  to  gain  hy  any  <  hange.  and  npon  wlionij 
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ill  case  of"  lailui'c,  tliu  \eii<j.('aiico  ol"  llic  was 
likely  lirst  to  Tall.  It  is  iiol  slraii-c  thai  siidi  iiifii 
hesitated  too  long  ))eror(3  eoniiiiil  ( iiig  tli(.'nisel\ cs  ami 
their  ])ossessioiis  to  the  causes  ul'  iiKlepi'iidciice.  Still, 
the  gr(iat  majority  of  the  people  of  Amlieisl  were  eariie>t 
ill  the  eaus(M)l' liberty.  The  patriot  leaders  ^ve^('  mosi  ly 
yoini^g-  men.  Foremost  amoiii:;  tliem  iu  the  ai'dur  ^villl 
which  he  de^'oted  himseK"  to  the  popular  cause,  was  Nalh- 
aniel  Ditdciuson,  Jr.,  who,  wiih  the  udui-lcr's  sou.  I)a\iil 
l\arsoiis,  Jr.,  a(ter\vards  second  miidsler  oC  the  town,  was 
^■raduated  at  llar\'ard  ColIei:;e  in  1771.  These  ^ver(^  tla^ 
lirst  natives  of  Amherst  who  went  to  collei:;e,  and,  so  far 
as  I  can  learn,  the  only  nati\  es  of  the  tow  n  who  Avere  grad- 
uatod  at  liarward,  exceed  J^jI )enez(_'r  ])oltwood,  who  w;is  two 
years  their  junior  at  that  institution.  i\Ir.  Dickinstm  \\as 
a  noted  character  in  his  day,  and  many  tradiilions  of  his 
eccentric  charaider  and  earnest  tem[(er  are  pi'eseiAcd 
anion,!;"  his  numerous  deseeiidaiits.  l^pdii  his  L^raduat ion 
I'rom  College  he  was  indenlurial  to  }daj.  llawley  of  Xnrlli- 
am[>toii,  (or  three  }'ears,  according  (o  the  A\holesome  re- 
((niremeiit  ol'that  period,  tostud\'  the  law;  and  in  1771, 
when  the  time  (d'  that  seiwice  e.\pii'c(L  the  young  lawyia-. 
then  tweiity-ldur  years  old,  IiuiikmI  in  exiul  eNcry 
energy  of  youth  and  high  talent  in  hehali'of  the  llhei- 
ties  of  his  country.  lie  was  at  oiire  chosen  delogal(,' 
(d'  this  to\vn  to  the  first  pr(»\!nci;d  Ciaigress;  again,  to 
the  second  which  mid  at  (  amhridge  in  hehruary,  177"); 
and  still  again  lo  the  third,  which  met  al  \Va  1  ci( own  in 
May  of  the  same  3'ear.'      lie    w.is  likewise  Kepre-eida- 
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live  to  the  General  Court  in  1778,  1780  iuul  1783. 
Onee  wlien  tlie  tory  minister,  Mr.  Parsons,  was  compelled 
to  read  liom  llie  pulpit  a  proclamation  issued  by  author- 
ity of  tlie  new  government,  he  added  to  tlie  usual  formal 
conclusion  ^-God  save  the  ConnnouAvealtli  of  Massachu- 
setts/' the  following  expression  of  liis  own  views,  ''But  I 
S((i/,  God  save  the  King!'  TJie  im[)ulsi\e  and  patriotic 
3^oung  whig  law}xu'  could  not  endure  sucli  an  insult  from 
tlie  lory  parson.  He  sprang  to  his  teet  in  his  pew, 
and   in    excited     tones    cried    out,    ''I  uuj  you  arc 

a  rascair  prefacing  the  epithet  with  an  expletive 

which  was  tliouglit  by  those  Avho  lieard  it  to  be  iar 
more  emphatic  than  pious.  Mr.  Didvinson  was  nn)st 
active  upon  the  several  town  conunittees  of  corres- 
pondence, was  the  author  of  a  large  i»art  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary papei's  of  the  town,  some  of  which  are  still  })re- 
served,  was  moderator  at  town  meetings,  town  clerk  and 
treasurer,  selectman,  assessor,  and  he  ga\  e  a  large  part  of 
his  time  to  puljlic  business.  In  1781  he  was  appointed 
Justice 'of  the  Peace  by  Governor  Hancock,*  after  which 
he  was  connnonl\^  known  as  ''Scjuire  Nat."  lie  was 
nuuli  occupied  in  the  ti'ial  ofinterioi-  causes,  and  wilh  tlie 
pcrCormance  of  other  magistc^rial  duties,  whicli  in  those 
days  atta.ched  to  the  olfice  which  he  held.  He  died  in 
1802,  at  the  age  of  52  years. 

El)enczer  Mattoon,  Jr., — ])etter  known  as  Gen.  INFat- 
tonn — many  here  will  ienuMnl)cr;  Ibr  he  died  at  an 
advanced  age  in  1813.    'lie  was  another  ol'  tlie  ardent 

*Tliis  ori^Miiul  coiiHui-^sion  \%  iu  the  author's  i)os)<cssiou. 
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young  Wliigs  of  Aniliorst.  Ue  was  Lii'adnatoil  a(  Darl- 
luoiitli  in  17T(),  and  was  for  many  years  lu'[)r'_'S('n(al i\ o 
and  Senator  in  the  .Leii'islal  inc ;  aricrwai'ds  nicmlicr  (»!' 
Congress,  Slierill  of  ]lani])sliire  eounl}'  and  Adjiilaiit 
General  of  the  State,  lie  was,  on  (he  \vli<»le.  tli(^  most 
distinguished  puljlie  man — nati\'e  ol"  llie  town — who  has 
resided  in  Andierst.  Tie,  also,  was  only  t\\  ent  \--f'nur  \'ea,rs 
of  age  wdien  he  ])ccame  a  re[ii'esentat i\ e,  in  1781,  and 
his  great  induence  contributed  in  a  marked  degree  towards 
keeping  Andierst  on  the  right  si(h'  in  (he  rie\()iutionary 
struggle. 

In  Januai'3%  1774,  Andierst  ajtpointed  as  its  eimnnittee 
ol*  correspondenee  Moses  Diekinson,  lleuhen  Dickinson, 
Jacob  McDaniels,  Natl)aniel  Diclvinxm,  Jr..  and  Jose[ih 
Williams,  and  in  Mareh  the  connniltee  reported  to  llie 
town  their  draft  of  a  reply  to  the  l)oston  eomnuttee, 
W'liieli  was  aeeepted  by  vote  and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 
The  document  is  vigorous  and  animated  in  style,  and 
highly  patriotic  in  its  tone.  The  original  is  still  carefldly 
preserved  by  your  esteemed  town  (derk,  Mr.  Carter.  It 
is  a  graphic  expression  oCthe  excitenumt  and  alarm  whicli 
pervaded  the  public  mind  at  the  period  (T  which  I  s[ieak, 
ami  illustrates  how  thoroughly  tlu;  town  oC  Amherst  com- 
mitted herself  to  the  po}»ular  cause. 

In  1775  it  was  voted  that  when  the  constables  for  1771 
have  collected  the  pro\'ince  tax  Cor  tlial  yi^ir.  ihey  sliall 
pay  the  same  to  a  connnittee  of  fn-e  [xn'sons,  consisting  of 
Joseph  Eastman,  Nathaniel  Dickinson,  ,fr.,  Mbenezer  Ihtlt- 
wood,  Simeon  Clark  and  Moses  l)ickiir<on,  who  shall  pa}' 
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llic  same  (.()  Iloiiry  Gardiior  of  .'^(ow,  iuslcad  dC  llarrisnn 
Cu'ay  of  l)(»slou.  In  this  inaiiiKM'  tlii^  rdloiiial  lax  was 
tli\orto(l  from  llio  royal  to  I  lie  iin>\iiici;il  treasurer. 

Ill  177C>,  two  lorios  woru  scut  to  Adrl  liaiii[il(iii  jail, — 
o'.io  as  "Miotoriouslv  iniiuical  to  Aiucricaii  IUxmIn';  '  lli<' 
ollior  heoauso  lie  was  an  oiieiiiy  (<».  and  aclod  in  o[)|)osi- 
tion  to,  tlio  jnst  ri<;'lits  and  [»ri\  i!oL;('s  ol'Aniorioa."  Thoir 
names  I  do  not  know. 

In  1773,  (io\\  11  utclilnson  had  ('(iniinissionoil  Josiali 
Clianiieoy  Ca[)tain,  John  Fi(dd  Liontonant.  ami  John 
iXa.sh  Ensi«i,n,  of  tlio  Andicrst  militia.  At  a  mootini!,-  of 
onieci's  in  Northampton,  in  Novoml)ei',  1774,  thoso  throe 
men  renonnoed  in  wrilini;'  all  authoi'ily  und.M-  the  llidcli- 
inson  oommissions,  and  sidjse(|nently  repeated  the  dis- 
cdaimer  at  Andierst.  But  the  Whigs  were  sus[)icious  of 
Chauncey,,  and  rei[uired  him  to  ])nrn  all  the  conunissions 
he  had  ever  received  from  the  king."  Tradition  says  this 
ceremony  took  place,  with  some  display,  under  :i.  tree. 

On  the  loth  of  June,  1770,  in  response  to  a  rerpiest 
sent  by  the  General  Assend)ly  ot  jMassachusetts  to  all  the 
towns,  for  an  expression  u]ton  the  ex[)eiliency  oi*  a  Declara- 
tion of  Imle[)endence,  Amherst  voted  as  tollows  :  ••That 
should  the  Honorable  Congress,  lor  the  saddy  of  the  Uni- 
ted Colonies  in  America,  declare  them  independent  of  the 
Ivingdom  of  Great  Britain,  we,  the  iidial ntants  oC  the  town 
of  Amherst,  solemnly  engage,  \vith  our  lives  ami  fmlnnes, 
to  su[t[)ort  them  in  the  mcasme  ;  and  that  t  his  Besid \-e 
be  transmitted  to  our  Kepresenlati\'e  in  (ienei'al  Assem- 
bly, as  instructions  to  him.^'     Thus  s[»(dve  the  good  (own. 


WATCHING  TORIKS. 


We  iU!iy  well  take  pride.  tu-d;iy,  that  our  .sire.<  were  hra\  (i 
eiKiugli  to  say  I  hat.  and  to  .stand  by  it  too,  tln-oiidi  the 
di.scoui'aii-einenis  and  disasters  with  which  the  liistorN'  of 
the  Revolutionary  war  was  crowded. 

It  was  eiLstomary  in  this  town  in  KevolutioiiJiry  times, 
to  eoutine  the  tories  t(»  the  liniils  of  tluiir  own  farms,  lo 
keep  a  strict  watch  iiiton  their  mo\ements,  and  to  allow 
them  to  lea\'e  their  homes  only  to  attend  meetinuon  Snn- 
di\\.  Two  of  those  who  were  under  this  espiimage  were 
Isaac  Cliauncey  and  Lieut,  ludiert  Boltwood.  l>(dh  h.id 
ii'one  to  Connecticut,  tlie  former  in  dedauce  of  his  ])arole.  t  he 
Littei-  on  the  plea,  of  ill  health,  and  hoth  W(M'e  wanteil 
hack.  The  Andierst.  Commilt(ie  ol'  Safety  therefore  took 
the  matt(;r  in  hand,  as  appears  hy  the  following  circular: 
••  In  CoMMlT'l'I-H  OF  Safi]tv, 

Amiikhst,  Mass.,  Auuust  UK). 

Whereas  Isanc  Chauncey  (»f  said  Andiei'st.  con\  icted  of 
heiu*;-  notoriously  inimic.d  to  the  American  states,  and 
conhned  within  certain  limits,  hath  in  deliance  of  author- 
it\',  disregarded  1  he  injunctions  laid  on  him.  and  (dand(,'s- 
tinely  disparted  (  'tis  supposed)  to  siane  part  of  Connecti- 
cut, on  no  good  design;  this  is  therid'oi'e  to  desire  the 
good  peopl(!  of  that  state  or  of  other  stat(\^  where  he  may 
he  found,  to  secure  him  in  such  maniu'i-  that  he  may  not 
have  it  in  his  jxtwer  to  injui'e  AmtM'ica. 

Also,  whereas  Lieut.  Lohert  Boltwood  of  said  Andierst . 
convicted  and  conlined  as  afoi'csaid.  ha\  ing  ohtained  lih- 
erty  to  journe\'  to  Ninv  lla\(Mi  on  account  of  his  health, 
hath  al)sent<Ml  hims(df  much  longer  than  was  expected; 
it  is  thendoi'e  desir(Ml  that  he  may  he  carefully  iir^pected 
where  h(?  is.  or  lu;  scud  to  his  own  home. 

Vor  ordiu'.        NATUANiKt,  Dickinson.  .Ik." 
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Whether  the  ret\i<j,;ees  were  hroiiLiht  h;iek.  (»r  came  back 
vohintarily,  we  are  not  toh1.     l^erhaps  iliese  werii  ilie 
two  AiJiherst  lories  "  who  went  tn  Xnrt  haiii|»t()ii  jail. 

In  177''  it  was  voted  that  the  couduci  of  Uew  David 
Pars(»us  "is  not  friendly  in  i-cuard  to  the  common  canse, 
and  lliat  a  committee  notit\'  him  ol"  this  \'ote/  Two  oC 
his  deacons  ^vere  named  lor  tlie  ser\ice.  hnt  wlial  \vas  the 
etlecl  ot'th(Mr  call  n[)on  him  history  has  not  recorde(l.  It 
is  to  he  ])resnme(K  ho^ve^■er.  trom  tlie  tenijier  oC  the  times, 
that  ])oth  sid(\s  had  sonndhin^'  t(»  say,  and  that  llx'  par- 
ties had  a  pretty  tVank  ami  plain  intertdiange  of  views, 
for  the  slni'dy  old  parson  was  no  ci-aven. 

In  1778  th(^  town  voted  that  pei-sons  not  ownin*;- 
lnde[)endence  on  the  Crown  of  (n'eat  liritain.  ai:i'eeahlv 
to  the  Declaration  of  Con<i"ress,  sliall  not  ^()t<^  ^ 

From  the  ]Mnster  Ivolls,  and  other  records  in  the  State 
Ar(diives  at  Boston,  a  pr(dly  tiill  acconnt  can  he  gathered 
of  the  part  taken  hy  the  Andiei'st  Militia,  in  tlicdiflerent 
campaigns  trom  177-")  to  1782.*'  ^ly  time  will  all(»w  of 
only  a  hrief  siinnnary.  A  company  ol"  Minnte  Men  had 
been  organiz(Ml  in  th<'  fall  of  1771,  com|iosed  ol"  soldiers 
from  Andierst,  Shnteshnry  and  kcNcrett,  nnder  command 
of  Capt.  Ivenhen  Dickiir^(»n  of  Amiieist.  The  news  of  tlu' 
battle  of  L(\xington,  April  lib  177~).  reached  this  town 
about  noon  on  the  '2(lth,  and  Capl.  Dickinson  and  his 
com|)anv  appeal'  to  ha\'estar(ed  bclnre  ni;_Lht  for  the  scene 
of  the  conllict.     The   total  nnmbm-  of  the  compaiix'  \vas 

*^'l'licse  ii;iiUT<,  uiul  many  others  c)l'^^|•(;:U  hislui  iral  \  aluf  iclaliu^;  lo  Amlu-i>t,  liave  bccu 
copied  for  tlif  aiitlior  hv'Ui  s-.  J.  n  Ti  inple  of  l  "i  amiu-liani,  weil  Iviiowii  a-  an  aeeiirate 
historian.  They  are  (iepo>ilC(l.  f.n-  tin-  heii.  lii  of  the  tuiiire  wriici,  iii  liie  I.ihrarv  of 
Amherst  Colh-e. 
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sixty;  twoutv-oio-lit  frdin  AmjuM'st,  i\V(Miiy  Worn  Sliiiies- 
l)ury  niid  Iwcho  from  Le\'erott.  The  first  Lieutenant 
was  Zacelieus  Croeker,  and  tlie  first  Sei'<j,-eant,  Daniel 
Sliays,  afterwards  tlie  noted  rel)el  lead(3r  in  Sliays'  lle- 
Ijellion,"  were  ])otli  from  Slnitesliury.  The  Amlierst  men 
were  as  follows:  Capt.  Txeiihen  Dickinson,  2d  Lieut.  Josejdi 
Diekinson,  Sergt.  Lzra  Kood,  Coi-j).  El)enezer  p]astman, 
Corp.  Adam  Ivice,  Samuel  l^uekman,  Luke  CofHn,  Ileu])eu 
Di(d<inson,  Jr.,  Jolni  Diekinson,  Waitstill  Dickinson,  Aza- 
riah  Dickinson,  Ehenezer  Dickinson,  Llihu  Di(dvinson, 
Jolni  Eastman,  Timotliy  Green,  John  Hodden,  John  Li- 
gram,  Ehenezer  Kellogg,  E])enezer  Mattoon,  Sr.,  Thomas 
Aiorton,  Clement  Marshall,  Eldad  INEoody,  William  May, 
Stephen  Smith,  Martin  Smith,  rveul)en  Smith,  Simeon 
Smith,  And)r(»se  Williams.  The  com]»any  was  in  service 
as  Minute  Men  eleven  days;  thougli  many  of  them  were 
retained  sixteen,  twenty-one  and  thirty-eiglit  days. 
April  3()th,  C^a])t.  Ditdvinson  organized  a  new  company 
enlisted  for  eight  months.  Zaccheus  Crocker  held  his 
place  as  Lieutenant,  and  Daniel  Shays  was  pi'onioted 
to  ensign.  Nine  of  the  Andierst  ^Tinute  Men  re-enlisted, 
ami,  in  addilion,  tlie  following  joined  the  (Mtmpaiiy  : 
lienjamin  DiudvUian,  l^^lijali  ]>aker.  (iiles  Cliur*'h,  S(dal\ 
DiVdvinson,  David  Pettis,  Caesar  Pralt,  Daniel  Palcf, 
Le\i  Smilli.  James  Shay.  The  rcMiiainder  of  re-enlist- 
ments and  (mlistments,  werem(»stly  IVoni  Shut (\^1  mi'y  and 
Leverett.  This  company,  sixty  si  i-ong.  was  atta(died  to 
Col.  Ruggles  \Voodl)i'idge's  regiiiKMil.  and  was  the  only 
full  compaiiN"  it  contained.     iNcarK   all  ol"  Ca[ti.  Dirkiii- 


1778991 


o()  SOLDIKRS   OF  '75   AND  '70. 

Soil's  111(311  were  in  iliu  l)attle  oC  l>iiiilc(jr  llilL  Jiiiic  17tli. 
IJoCoro  llio  battle,  tlio  coiiipaiiy  liad  lira(h[Uart('rs  at  llar- 
A'ai'd  C()llu<2;e;  after  that,  it  ^vas  statioiKMl  at  L^ospecl  Jlill 
and  ]^ecliiiiere  Poiiil.    Nine  of  the  jVndieist  Minute  Men 
re-enlisled  fur  eiglit  months  on  the  oOtli  of  ApriL  Thedr 
names  Avere  Reul)en  Dickinson,  (Ca})taiii),  Adam  Ivice, 
(Corporal),  Samuel  lJuckmaii,  Luke  Coihn,  John  Dickin- 
son, Azariali  Dickinson,  KHhu  Dickinson,  Khenezer  Kel- 
logg, Ambrose  Williams.    The  late  Sipiii  e  John  Dickinson 
of  East  Amherst,  Avho  died  in  IS")!),  was  the  last  sur\  i\  or  (*(' 
this  company.     His  picture  is  l)erore  you.     Lieut.  James 
lleiidrick,    Moses  Dickinson   and   Simon   Folies,  all  of 
this  town,  were  in  the  train  of  artillery  attached  to  Col. 
Woodhridge's  regiment.    Thirteen  Amherst  men  enlisted 
in  Capt.  Noadiah  Leonard's  com[)aiiy.  Col.  Woodbridge's 
regiment,  for  the  eight  months  cam}taign  ol"  1775,  ^■i/: 
Ensign  Samuel  Gould,  Sergt.  Moses  Cook,  Corp.  Samuel 
I^'ield,  i\Ioses  Hastings,  Simeon  l^)mero^^  John  irdlings, 
Abner  Nash,  Elias  Smith,  L<aac  Goodali.",  Cideon  Hen- 
derson,   E])enezer   Eield,  Amos  Nash,   Samuel  Church. 
This  makes   a   total  of  tifty-three   men   Crom  Amherst 
in  ser\  ice  in  1775. 

Under  the  call  ibr  troops  to  supply  the  place  of  Wh)  eight 
months'  men,  whose  term  ex[)ired  Dec.  olst,  I  77-),  Lieut, 
.lames  lleiidricl<,  [iromoted  to  be  (^iplain,  raised  a  com- 
])anv  of  sixt}'  men  from  Amherst,  lladloy.  South  lladlcy 
and  Cranb\\  who  re[)orted  at  ( 'liarlcstow  ii,  Jan.  lot  li.  177i'. 
j|  contaiiUMl  t  wenty  Amhersl  names.  I'ndcr  the  call  of 
June  -5lh,  Ca[>t.  Iveubeh  Di(d;inson  enlisted  a  coiii[taiiyol" 
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sixty-eig'lit  incn  from  Aiiilierst  and  tlie  surnmiKlino-  tdwns 
for  tlie  expodit ion  to  Ticonderoo-a,  and  was  out  IV(»iii  July 
IGth,  1776,  to  Marcli  1st,  1777.  Th^  names  oi'  twenty- 
four  Andierst  men  appear  on  tlie  roll.  Under  the  call  of 
June  19tli  for  troops  to  defend  ])Oston,  eidd  Andierst 
men  joined  Capt.  01i\'Gr  Lyman's  conqtaiiy  and  ,\vere  sta- 
tioned at  Doreliestcr  from  Au_<;'ust  12tli,  1770,  to  .Maidi 
31st,  1777.  Th(.^  names  of  tilty-fonr  Andierst  soldiers 
appear  on  tlie  rolls  lor  1770,  (nie  of  wliom,  Ehene/er 
Xelhigg,  died  Novend)er  22d. 

Next  to  1775.  the  3'ear  1777  was  longest  ieniend)ered, 
and  spoken  of  with  pride  by  the  olHeers  and  nuni  wdio 
ictok  part  in  its  eanipaigns.  These  ineluded  the  hattle  of 
Ueimington,  and  the  surrender  of  lUu'goyne.  and  (•()nsti- 
tuted  the  turning  })oint  of  New  England  enthusiasm. 
Under  the  call  issued  in  January^  for  three  years'  men, 
our  town  enlisted  Willis  C'ny,  Ixeuben  Didcinson,  John 
Uox,  Jr.,  (Tifer),  Sanuiel  Gould,  (killed),  David  Pettis, 
Josei>h  Young  (who  re-enlisted  in  1780  for  three  years), 
Noadiah  Lewis,  (enlisted  '-during  the  war,")  James 
Truud)l(\  Samuel  Lrown.  John  Johnson  and  Jonathan 
Battis.  Some  were  paid  §20,  others  §50  bounty.  Of 
the  trooi)s  called  for  in  May  ''to  re-enforee  the  Northern 
Army."  for  two  months,  sixteen  of  our  men  went  with 
(^ipt.  John  Thom[)Son's  ('om[»any,  in  (M.  Leonard's  regi- 
ment. Capt.  Lli  Uarker  of  Andierst,  and  his  company 
of  sixty-tbur,  mostly  our  townsmen,  were  in  the  same  regi- 
ment, and  Lieut.  Jonathan  Di(d<inson  with  thr(Hi  Amherst 
mini  j(tin(Ml  (^ipt.  Jevcmiali  liallard's  company  in  Col. 
David  Wells'  riigiment,  in  the  same  caiii[taigii.  Ca[)t. 
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]Aen])eu  Dickinson,  jiftcr  sta^'in;;'  ;it  hoinc  (bur  moiitlis. 
went  witli  liis  ('()iii[),iny  in  Col.  Eiisli;i  l\)rt(,'r's  i'(.';iirn(,'nt , 
in  Ju]y,  and  was  stationed  at  Moses  Creelc.  Six  Anilierst 
men  started  'Mbr  tlie  relief  of  Innininuton "  in  August, 
^'earryin*:-  tlieir  own  ])a.<^"<:'a<i,'e ;  "  and  at  tlie  same  date, 
Lieut.  Noah  Dielcinson  ami  twenty  men     marched  on  an 
alarm  to  New  Providem:e."      lender  tlie  call  of  August 
Pth  for  one-sixtli  part  of  the  militia  to  re-eidorce  the  tii-niy, 
Lieut.  Jonathan  r)i(dvinson  and  three  nuMi  mar(died,  Aug. 
14th,  with  Capt.  Moses  Harvey's  com})any.     Capt.  8am- 
\ml  Cook  ami  forty-three  Andierst  men  depaided  August 
17ih;    and   immediately  after    his  I'elurn  from  Moses 
Creek,  Capt.  Tleu])en  Dickinson  aiul  Ins  conipau}^  marched 
f>r  Stillwater.    Capt.  Diid^inson  returned  Octoljer  2-lth; 
Lieut.  Di(d^inson  No\xnnl)er  1?/Jth;  ami  Ca[)t.  Cook  Deceni- 
her  7th;   all  were  in  the  ;irmy  umler  (ieneral  (Sates; 
all  took   a  more  or  less    active  ])art  in    the  battles 
of  October  7th  and  11th,  and  all  were  })resent  at  the  sur- 
i-ender  ofBurgoyne,  Octu])er  17th.    The  exact  nund)er  oi' 
our  men  who  were  in  the  service  this  >'ear  is  not  known, 
but  it  could  not  have  been  less  than  one  hundred  and 
t weid\'-four.    I'.benezer  ^Littoon,  dr.,  commenced  liis  mil- 
itar}^  cai'eer  at  this  time;  first  as  a  private  in  Capt.  Thom[)- 
son's  com})any,  and  afterwards  as  First  Lieulenani  in  Capt  . 
Samuel  Cook's  company,  lie  was  in  the  battle  of  Beniis 
]l(!ights,  October  7lli. 

January  1st,  1778,  Lieut,  l^beneztn-  ^f.atbjon.  Jr.,  and 
others,  joined  Ca[)[ .  Joshua  Parker's  com{)any,  (M.  Nathan- 
iel Wade's  regiment,  (or  tw(dve  months'  s(M'vice  in  LJiodc^ 
Iskiiul.    Ill  May,  Cai)t.  Eli  Parker  enlisted  six  men  for 


<}4:  •    ,  .  .V 


SOLDIKKS  (JF  '79,  'SO   AND  '81. 


30 


ciiilil  moiillis'  sorvu-e  in  Iho  Couliiiontiil  Ai'in\',  :ini]  Coiir 
men  jviintHl  VayA.  Ahuer  PiMnci'o}'^  (.■unijian}'  ((•)■  a  iikc 
lenu.  J 11  Jiuie,  six  men  weie  dnd'ted  lor  nine  monihs' 
.'Service,  and  were  ordered  to  re[H»rl  at  Fislikill,  .]ul\'  8lli; 
iind  nine  ojliers  V(duntaril3^  enlisted. 

Most  of  the  men  called  ont  in  177'J  weie  lor  sei  vice  in 
Ivhode  Island  and  at  New  iiondon.  Tapt.  Elijah  ])\vi_!j,hl's 
C()m[)any  was  at  the  latter  place  in  the  summer,  with 
Lieut.  Luke  Collin  and  nineteen  Andr.iist  soldiers.  Four 
Amherst  men  enlisted  in  C;i|il.  Moses  ^lontague's  c(nn['an}', 
October  1st,  and  Tour  were  in  Capl.  Josluui  Woodbridge's 
c(nn[)any  of  new  levies  in  T)ecend)er. 

Li  1780  and  1781,  six  men  were  drafted,  and  tweid}^- 
eight  men  enlisted  Ironi  Amherst.  Most  of  them  ^vere 
young  men  from  sixteen  to  twenty-one  years  (dd.  The 
companies  to  w^liich  they  were  altachedi  were  stationed  at 
West  p)oint  and  Horse  Neck.  The  list  of  the  Last  Three 
Years'  Men,"  called  for  Dejennber  1^,  1780,  has  not  been 
Ibmnl. 

1  liave  dwelt  thus  u[)on  details,  because  little  of  our 
local  iiisiory  in  the  Levolnli(Hiary  })eriod  has  been  pre- 
served in  accessible  form,  'i'lu)  names  of  the  pat  lints  of 
177()  nuist  iK't  be  lost.  If  the  men  who  died  in  the  War 
of  the  Lel)eHion  are  entitleil  to  ha\'e  their  meinoii(^s  }tre- 
ser\ed  in  enduring  granite,  sundy  tluiv  are  worth}'  of 
equal  rcmemlirance  who  lell  in  the  War  of  llui  Ivevolu- 
lion.  Let  the  lists  stand  side  by  side — rolls  of  etpial 
'honor — U[)on  the  monument  whirh  Amherst  shall  some- 
time build  to  her  sons  wdio  lie  "  dead  on  the  field  of  honor." 


40 


CONCLL'SIOX. 


l)ut  it  is  time  to  draw  tlie>:c  discursive  rLMiiiiiisi.'ciu'cs 
and  re(lcr(i<iiis  (o  a  close.  I  must  lea\'e  i(  for  another 
Iiand  (()  s];elrli  the  liistory  oi'our  town  sinee  the  })eri()d  ol' 
the  I\ev(diition.  Sudi  a  luiure  as  tliat  oC  whic-h  Andierst 
has  promise,  deserves  tliat  all  the  important  facts  o!'  her 
entire  history  should  he  gatliered  and  preser\'ed  ])y  some 
one  who  has  ample  time  and  ca})acity  for  such  work. 
When  your  sununons  to  }»erfoi'm  tlie  service  1  am  now 
rendering'  reached  me  twent}^  da3^s  ago,  my  co(der  judg- 
ment would  have  responded  no;  l)ut  my  heart  sa.id  yes. 
•'Xotliing  is  impossible  liei'e,"  shouted  Mr.  Weljster  at 
Bunker  llilL  cm  the  day  of  his  gi'eat  oration  there,  to  the 
throng  who  said  they  could  uot  hdl  ])ack.  So  I  thought 
nothing  should  be  deemed  impossible  by  me  on  Irulepen- 
deuce  Day,  1870.  Such  lime  as  I  luixe  ])een  a])le  to  snatcdi 
from  engrossing  duties,  and  such  strength  as  I  have  had, 
has  ])eeu  cheerfully  given  to  this  pleasurable  duty.  Surely 
tlie  old  town  has  a  right  to  tlie  service  of  every  sou  on  a 
day  like  this.  The  charm  tliat  lingers  ou  the  hill-tops, 
and  nestles  in  the  valleys  of  Andierst,  is  not  lost  by  aii}' 
of  her  children,  however  wide  their  dispersion.  Lapse  of 
}'ears  has  not  dimmed  this  charm,  nor  lia\e  other  scenes 
ecli[)sed  it.  Hundreds  of  hearts  far  away  unite  with  us 
in  the  commemorations  of  this  hour,  through  those  invisi- 
ble and  mystic  mental  curreids  which  make  the  absent 
[)resent  with  us.  For  them,  no  less  than  for  ourselves, 
we  salute  these  ancient  honn^steads,  and  piay  grateful 
homaire  to  the  mother  ^of  us  ;dl. 

The  misty  hills,  with  whiidi  we  are  encirchnl,  return 
their   welcome   to  our  shouts  of   greeting;    the  deep 
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woods  murmur  tlieir  salutations;  tlie  dancing  waters  in 
the  mountain  ])rooks  oiler  tuneful  musi(3  fur  this  day  of 
juln'lee;  and  the  ripening  harvests  on  hundreds  of 
waving  fields  1)ow  in  honor  of  the  passing  century. 

"On  thy  calm  joys,  Avitli  wliat  deliglit  I  dre.'im. 
Thou  dear  greeu  valh;y  of  niy  native  .stream." 

But  what  shall  the  next  centur}^  be  ?  Will  the  orator 
at  the  second  centennial  he  able  to  say  that  America  still 
sustains  a  people  who  love  virtue,  Avho  honor  God,  and 
who  cherish  tlie  free  institutions  berjueathed  by  our 
fathers.  God  grant  it  may  be  so,  and  that  the  twentieth 
century  to  which  Macaulay  doubtingly  appealed  for  the 
trial  of  America,  may  vindicate  the  hopes  of  the  patriots 
who  fought  the  battles  of  Independence,  and  secured  our 
liberties  through  many  perils  and  great  trials. 
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